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to allow the employees of the state roads to attend
a national congress of railroad men; and when they
replied in the negative a motion expressing disapproval
was made. To the surprise of everybody it was carried,
and the ministers resigned. The Eadical and Socialist
groups were elated, and each of them passed a resolution
to the effect that the next cabinet ought to lean more
to the Left. The Eepublicans of Government, on the
other hand, voted that they would not support any
ministry that did not adopt the same principles as
Casimir-Perier,1 and in fact it was evident that no other
course could be pursued; but the former ministers hav-
ing agreed to stand or fall together,2 a cabinet of new
men was appointed, who carried on the old policy.3
The whole occurrence illustrates the irrational working
of the parliamentary system in France.
I A month later President Carnot was murdered by an
I anarchist at Lyons. Such a terrible event The murder
'naturally strengthened the party that upheld of Cajnot'
the authority of the government; and the Conservatives
had no difficulty in electing Casimir-Perier to the vacant
post, and in passing a law concerning the offense of
inciting to crime, which increased the penalty, took
away the right of trial by jury, and forbade publication
of the proceedings. The Extreme Left, however, was
neither awed nor silenced. Not only did it continue to
attack the cabinet, but it kept up in the newspapers a

*  IS Annie PoWque, 1894, pp. 142,143.

2 Muel, Gouv. Min. et Const. Supp., p. 73.   Only one of the old minis-
ters sat in the new cabinet.

*  L'Annee Politique, 1894, p. 145 et seq.